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s_et l_)y agreement with th_e county Q may not exceed te_n percent ‘o_f fig sa_le price 
and must 15 paid from E proceeds o_f the sale. 

In no case‘ shall lands be disposed of without there being reserved to the 
county all iron ore and other valuable minerals in and upon the lands, with right‘ 
to explore for, mine and remove the iron ore and other valuable minerals, nor 
shall the minerals and mineral rights be disposed of, either before or after 
disposition of the surface rights, otherwise than by mining lease, in similar 
general form to that provided by section 93.20 for mining leases affecting state 
lands. The lease shall be for a term not exceeding 50 years, and be issued on a 
royalty basis, the royalty to be not less than 25 cents per ton of 2,240 pounds, and 
fix a minimum amount of royalty payable during each year, whether mineral is 
removed or not. Prospecting options for mining leases may be granted for 
periods not exceeding one year. The options shall require, among other things, 
periodical showings to the county board of the results of exploration work doneg; 

(5) Make all contracts and do all other acts in relation to the property and 
concerns of the county necessary to the exercise of its corporate powers. 

Sec. 5;. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This a_(:t. effective E Qy following final enactment. 
Approved May 10, 1985 

CHAPTER 109 —— H.F.No. 516 

An act relating to counties,‘ authorizing reimbursement to county commissioners and 
county officers for certain expenses; renaming the county executive secretary; fixing expendi- 
ture authority for certain county activities; removing provisions for county purchasing agents 
and demonstration and experiment farms; revising the language of the text of chapters 
concerning county powers and county boards; amending Minnesota Statutes 1984, sections 
375.055, by adding a subdivision; 375.48, subdivisions 1 and 2; 375.49, subdivisions 1 and 2; 
3 75.50,‘ 3 75A.07, subdivision 1; 475.52, subdivision 3,‘ chapters 370; 371; 372; 3 74; 376; 
377; 392; and 395; proposing new law coded in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 382; repealing 
Minnesota Statutes 1984, sections 374.05; 377.02; 377.04; 392.01; 392.02; 392.03; 395.01; 
395.02,' and 395.03. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1984, chapter 370, is amended to read: 
370.01 CHANGE OF BOUNDARIES; CREATION OF NEW COUN- 

TIES. ' 

The boundaries of counties may be changed by taking territory from a 
county and attaching the same i_t to an adjoining county, and new counties may 
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be established out of territory of one or more existing counties, as hereinafter: 
provided. No such 5 new county shall contain less than a_t @ 400 square 
miles, her have less than a_t him 2,000 inhabitants, nor shall it and have an 
assessed valuation of less than a_t list $4,000,000. No Q existing county shall 
n_ot be reduced in area below 400 square miles, not: so as to have less than 2,000 
inhabitants, hot: so as to 9; have an assessed valuation of less than $4,000,000. 

In existing counties having an area of more than 3,500 and less than 6,000 
square miles, boundaries may be changed and new counties established having an 
assessed valuation of not less than Q least $2,500,000. 

No change in the boundaries of any county having an area of more than 
2,500,square miles, whether by the creation of a new county, or otherwise, shall 
detach from such Q existing county any territory within 12 miles of the 
county-seat thereof. 

370.02 PETITION. 
A separate petition for each affected county to be affected t-hereby, signed 

by the voters t-herein equal in number: to at least one~fourth of those voting in 
such th_e county at the last preceding election, giving the residence of each signer, 
may be filed with the secretary of state, and a copy thereof with the auditor of 
each county, not less than at l_e_gs_t 90 days before any general election, praying for: 
reguesting a change of county boundaries, or that a new county be i_s established 
out of territory to be taken from one or more existing counties. If the petition be 
_i§ for a change of boundaries, it shall 3% contain a description of the territory 
to be taken, the name of the county from which the same territory is to be 
detached, and the county to which the territory is to be attachedg; If fig petition 
is for the establishment of a new county, the petition shall it mu_s_t_ state the name 
of the proposed new county, a description of the territory to be included therein, 
giving boundaries, the name and location of the proposed county-seat, and the 
names and places of residence of the persons who shall constitute the first county 
board. x 

370.03 PROCLAMATION; ONLY ONE PROPOSITION. 
If it appealcs that each petition is signed by the requisite number of persons 

who are voters in each of the affected counties affected, of which latter fact the 
affidavhsofthepersohspmcuringthesignatusestheretoshahbeprimafacie 
evidence, the secretary of state shall notify the governor of the filing thereof, who, 
not less than 60 days laefiore such elcctionfl @ affidavits o_f fl1_e persons 
obtaining Q2 signatures shall lie prima evidence t_h_at §ac_h petition i_s signed 
py persons who gr; voters i_n gap 9_f pl_1_e affected counties. L116 governor shall 
issue his g proclamation, reciting a__t_ l_ea_s_t_ Q9 dag before E election, stating that 
such Q petitions have been so filed, and the substance thereof o_f E petitions, 
and directing that the question of such change of boundaries, or the establishment 
of such a new county, as the case may be, be submitted to the voters of the 

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by stsileeeut.



262 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1985 Ch. 109 

affected counties to be affected thereby at sueh Q election; but in no case shall; 
l_\I__g more than one proposition may be submitted at the same election, except for 
mutual exchange of territory between counties. 

370.04 RECORD PETITION; PUBLISH NOTICE. 
Upon issuance of the proclamation, the secretary of state shall record the 

petitions, affidavits, and proclamation, and transmit a certified copy of the 
proclamation, by mail, to the auditor of each county. 

370.05 NOTICE OF ELECTION; FORM OF BALLOT. 
The notice of the next general election of county officers shall specify 

that the question of forming the new county, or changing the boundaries of 
existing counties, as the case may be, will be voted upon at such Q election, and 
shall git state substantially the facts set £911-h in the petition. If the proposition 
be i_s for a change of boundaries, the ballots shall have painted thereen include the 
words: “For changing county boundaries. Yes. No.” If for the establishment 
of a new county, the words: “For a new county. Yes. No. “. Each of the last 
two words, “yes” and “no,” shall be followed by a square in which the voter may 
make a cross to indicate his choice. 

370.06 CANVASS; JUDGES OF ELECTION; COUNTY CANVASS- 
ING BOARD. 

The judges ef election judges, in addition to the returns required in other 
cases, shall"; within 24 beats after the canvass is eempleted; transmit to the 
secretary of state, by certified mail, their certificate of the number of votes cast 
for and against any proposition submitted; and within E hours af£e_r thp canvass 
is completed. The county canvassing board'shall make return of the vote as in 
the case of votes for state officers, and; The return shall alse must show the 
result of the vote for and against any proposition submitted, in sueh Q9 proposed 
new county, as well as in the entire county affected by such E election. 

370.07 CANVASS;_ PROCLAMATION; SECRETARY OF STATE; 
AUDITOR‘; NOTICE TO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

The state canvassing board shall canvass seek t_l1_e returns at the time of 
canvassing the votes cast for state officers, and in the same manner; and lt; IE 
board may resort to Ee the returns received from the election judges fer: the 
eesreetlen of 39 correct errors @ supply omissions in the returns of the county 
canvassing board; and fes supplying emissiens t-herein. When the canvass is 

completed, the board shall make and file with the seeretar-y ef state its a 
certificate declaring the result of the vote; and; the secretary o_f If the 
certificate shows that the proposition has received a‘ majority of the votes cast 
tllereen in each affected county to be affected thereby, and also has received a 
majority of the votes cast thereeia in the territory forming the proposed new 
county, if the proposition was for the establishment of a new county, the 
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governor; within ten days t—herea£ter—, shall issue his a proclamation declaringQ 
the same proposition has b_e_er_1 adopted within t_e_n days af‘£r_ completion o_f@ 
canvass. The secretary of state shall record the certificate and proclamation in 
his office, and transmit a certified copy of the proclamation to the auditor of each 
county whose territory is affected thereby. The auditor shall, if the proposition 
was for the establishment of a new county, serve a certified copy on each of the 
persons elected as county commissioners of the new county. ‘T he proclamation 
shall also be published with the general laws enacted at the next session of the 
legislature thereafter. 

370.08 EFFECT OF PROCLAMATION. 
Upon the issuance of the proclamation, the proposed change of boundaries 

shall become becomes effective; ahdn If the proposition was for the establish- 
ment of a new county, it shall thereupon beeome becomes duly organized; but, 
The territory included therein o_f th_e fl county shall remain attached, for 
judicial purposes, to the county from which it was taken, until the officers of the 
new county have been appointed and have qualified, as provided in section 
370.09. 

370.09 COMMISSIONERS TO QUALIFY, ELECT CLERK, AP- 
POINT COUNTY OFFICERS. 

Immediately after the service upon them of copies of the governor’s 
proclamation, the persons chosen as commissioners shall meet at the place named 
as the county-seat and qualify. The county board shall elect one of its members 
to act as clerk until the auditor shall have qualified; and shall then appoint the 
county officers, beginning with the auditor, and the appointed persons so 
appointed shall qualify as required by law. 

370.10 FILLING VACANCY IN COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 
CAUSED BY CHANGE OF BOUNDARIES. 

In all cases when E a change in the boundaries of any a county shall have 
heretofommwkedyorshahhereafiessesulhihtheabohshmemofanyabolishesa 
commissioner district or districts in the county, by the removal of all the territory 
of such the district or districts from the original county, or otherwise, or in 
creates a vacancy or vacancies in the board of county commissioners of the 
original county, for the filling of which provision is not otherwise made provided 
§o_r_ by law, and when in such case the board of county commissioners shall be i_s 
left with less than five members or with an even number of members, the 
governor shall fosthwit-h immediately, upon the issuance of his Q proclamation 
declaring sueh % change in the boundaries of any county, appoint a sufficient 
number of members to complete a board of five commissioners for the county; 
or, if the board, after the change of boundaries, shall have been i_s left with more 
than five members, to complete a board consisting of an odd number of members, 
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and shall designate, in his the appointment, the name of the retiring commission- 
er succeeded by each commissioner appointed by him. 

370.11 COMMISSIONER AT LARGE; QUALIFICATION. 
Each commissioner so appointed by the governor shall be chosen from the 

county for which he is appointed, shall not be a resident of any town which 
already has a member on the board, and shall be known as a commissioner at 
large. The appointment shall at once be communicated "to the auditor of the 
county, who shall immediately notify the appointeeg and the; The latter 
appointee shall qualify as sueh a_ commissioner, in the §_a_r§ manner required as 
to other commissioners in the same county, at any time within five days after 
notice of his E appointment. His Failure so to do _sp shall be deemed 
considered a refusal of the office, and the governor shall thereupon appoint 
another commissioner at large in his stead, and sir-nilai= peoeeedings th_e same 
procedure shall be had as before followed until the vacancy shall be i_s filled. 

370.12 DUTIES OF AUDITOR; MEETING OF BOARD. 
Immediately upon the appointment and qualification of such th_e commis- 

sioner or commissioners at large the county auditor shall give written notice, in 
writing, delivered personally or by mail, to each commissioner in the county, of a 
meeting of the board; whieh; _’I_‘h§ meeting shall be held not less that a_t l_ea_s_t 

five, nor: t11_t_ 1531 more than ten, days thereafter-, and; together: with sueh othes 
business as may then come up for attention, fig notice i_s given. 1 meeting’s 
business £111 include any business which may have been required by law, or by 
previous proceedings, to be transacted by the board of the county board at a 
meeting held after sueh E change of boundaries became effective and before the 
vacancies thereby eaused created were filled, and which shall was not have been 
t-hen transacted, shall be disposed of at the meeting so held after the qualification 
of sueh gig commissioner or commissioners at large, and shall have like th_e effect 
and validity as if accomplished at the prior meeting; and; Further proceedings 
required to follow the commissioners’ action on sueh these matters shall be taken 
within the times or on the dates provided by law, or within such g reasonable 
time thereafter as will permit of the afle_r giving notice as required by law and of 
the earliest possible adjustment of affairs to the usual routine. 

370.13 REDISTRICTING OF COUNTY; SUBSEQUENT ELECTION. 
At least six months before the pig; general election in the county held 

hext after the appointment and qualification of the commissioner or commission- 
ers at large, unless there less time shall inter-vene between sueh fie appointment 
and qualification and the election, in which event the action herein provided for 
shall be taken at the first meeting after sueh E commissioners shall have 
qualified, the board shall proceed to re-divide its ghg county into fige commission- 
er districts, five in number; to be numbered from 1 to 5, unless otherwise 
provided by lawg ande; At the next general election held in the county after such 

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by st-eileeout.



Ch. 109 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1985 265 

. Q; redistricting, a commissioner shall be elected from each district, the member 
from each odd-numbered district to hold to; the term of two years a two—year 
term, and the member from each even-numbered district to hold £o;='the term of 
fonidtuycass a four-year t_er_m, and thereafter all commissioners, except those elected 
or appointed to fill vacancies for unexpired terms, shall be elected for the term of 
four years four-year te_rn1_s. If, upon such t_h_e redistricting; causes any new 
district shall to cover the same territory as any one of the old districts, the 
commissioner elected from such jg old district shall continue to act as commis- 
sioner from the new district for the remainder of the term for which he was 
elected. In case a contest, or other litigation, shall be is pending involving the 
legality of the change of boundaries of the county, the redistricting hesein 
provided foe shall not be made until after such @ contest, or other litigation, has 
been finally determined in favor of such the change of boundaries. In such fig 
event, if the term of any commissioner at large shall expire expires before the 
county is redistricted, his 2_1 successor shall be elected by the voters of the entire 
county; whose §>_1_' _a term shall be o_f four years, unless sooner ended, as in under 
this chapter provided for, or otherwise. 

370.14 BOUNDARIES RESTORED AFTER CONTEST. 
If;asthei:esuitofacontest7osothethtigation;inyo1yingthechangeo£ 

bouudafiesofahywchcouhtyeitshahfohouuaitertheappointmentoreiechon 
of any commissioner OF commissioness at large, that the territory detached from 
the county by the change of boundaries shaih by final determination of the 
courts, be is restored to it by t_h§ fi_nal determination g % courts a_s a result o_f a 
contest Q‘ other litigation concerning th_e change o_f boundaries o_f the county, 
after th_e appointment or election o_f Q commissioner 9_r_ commissioners a_t large, 
the term of office of all such commissioners gel; commissioner at large shall at 
once terminate upon immediately after the election or appointment and qualifica- 
tion of a commissioner for the district of the former commissioner whose place on 
the board is occupied by him; and; t_h<_: commissioner at Egg; If the term for 
which the former commissioner was elected shal-1 h_a_s_ not have expired, he tl_1_e 
former commissioner shall, within 30 days after the final determination restoring 
his the district to the county, qualify as required by law and hold his office for 
the remainder of his @ terms; Otherwise the vacancy shall be filled by 
appointment as in other cases. 

370.15 CENTER LINE OF HIGHWAY TO BE BOUNDARY OF COUNTY IN CERTAIN CASES. 
Where a city of the fourth class is situated in one county and such city 

adjoins a city of the first class in another county, and where th_e center li_ne_: Q‘ a 
highway suns running along the boundary line between these cities and the 
boundasyhhebetweenthecountiesandwherethecenteriiheofthehighway 
deviates from the boundary line between these cities and counties, but the 
boundary line between the cities and counties is within or on the lateral limits of 
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the highway, then the center line of the highway between the eities and the 
counties shall be established as the boundary line between the city of the fourth 
elassandtheeltyefflaefirstehssandasthebeendaeyhnebetweentheeeunées 
inw-hlehtlieeitiesa1=esi~t-uatedc_it_i_e§ang@counties. 

370.17 TOWNS, SCHOOL, AND ROAD DISTRICTS. 
The sever-al towns, school districts, and road districts whose boundaries 

are unaffected by the change of county lines shall continue to be sue}; Q1_e_ sage: in 
the new county, or county to which transferred, under the same officers as before. 
Fractions of such towns or districts as are divided by the changed county lines 
shall be reorganized by the county board of the county in which they are placed, 
or be attached to adjoining towns or districts, as the board shall deem considers 
best. 

370.18 RECORDS TRANSCRIBED. 
All records in the office of the county recorder affecting real estate 

transferred under this chapter from one county to another shall be transcribed by 
the county recorder of the county to which sash gig transfer is made, and lie 
shafleeeelsesueheempensatlenthereferasthebeardefeemmksienersefthe 
eeunt-ytewhlehtheeeeerdsaretransmlttedshallfias. Inllleegi§s_am_emanner 
and with like effect, the county auditor shall transcribe from the auditor’s office 
such th_e records and documents as th_at the county board shall elii=eet—, for: wlaieh 
he shall reeeive si-x cents per fella directs. % board of commissioners o_f Qe 
county t_o which E records ar_e_ transmitted shall p_ay fie county recorderE 
th_e couigy auditor for transcribing ge records. These transcribed records shall 
have the same effect, for all purposes, as the originals. 

370.19 TAXES; LEVY; COLLECTION. 
No transfer of territory under the previsions of this chapter shall affect the 

collection of taxes levied at the date of the filing of the petition therefore, but all 
sueh; The taxes shall. be collected by the officers of the original county, and all 
moneys t-hen money remaining in or aftesward coming into the treasury of the 
original county, or into the possession of any county officer of the eeunty, and 
belonging to any town, school, or road district in the territory transferred, shall 
be apportioned and paid over to such fie town or district in the same manner as 
if sueli t_hg town or district had remained a part of sue}; th_e original county. 
After the filing of the petition no county tax shall be extended, by or on behalf of 
the original county, upon any property within the territory proposed to be 
transferred, unless and until the proposed change shall have gs been rejected. 

370.20 NEW COUNTIES; TAX LEVY. 
When a new county shall have h§§ been, or may hereafter be, created and 

organized out of territory embraced within the boundaries of one or more 
organized counties in the state, the county board of the newly created new county 
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may, immediately upon the g within 2_Q'gaLs @ it_s organization thereof; or at 
any time within 90 days thereafter, levy a tax for county purposes for the current 
year, subject to the limitations now provided by law, and the county auditor of 
the county shall forthwith extend the same 1:a_x upon the auditor’s tax books of his 
oft-iceyanditshallbei Il£t_axi_sdueandpayab1e£romanda£ter30days from 
the date of the levy thereof, and shall be paid and collected as other taxes for 
county purposes are now paid and collected; and any and: All tax levies made 
for county purposes by the county board of the county or counties out of which 
the new county is created and organized, during the year immediately preceding 
the organization of the new county, so far as the same shah which affect the 
territory embraced within the boundary of the new county, are vacated and any 
extension thereof is hereby declared void. 

370.21 TRANSFER OF PLATS. 
'_1‘_lL-1 county recorder o_f the county from which 2_1 land transfer i_s made 

under t_h_i§ chapter shall deliver th_e records, or certified copies, o_f @ original 
plats of lands embraced l_a_n;d_ in @ territory transferred to another county under 
theproyisionsofthischaptefionfileorofrecordihtheofiiceofthecounty 
reeorderofthecounty£romwhichthetransferismade;orcertifiedeopies 
thereof, shall be delivered by such county recorder, to the county recorder of the 
county to which the territory is transferred, and by him filed and recorded. The 
county recorder of th_e county to which _a lan_d transfer is made shall jg record 
_an_c_l me _t_l_1§ records. 

370.22 COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS; COUNTY BUILDINGS. 
All transferred territory so transferred shall continue i_s liable for its 

proportion of the excess, if any, of the indebtedness of the original county above 
the value of its county buildings and of the balance of funds in its treasury. Such @ share shall be based upon the last assessment, and‘ the value of the buildings, 
unless agreed upon by the respective county boards, shall be fixed by the sworn 
appraisal of three disinterested citizens, none of whom shall be a resident or 
taxpayer in either county, and who shall be appointed by the governor, upon the 
written application of the board of either county. The appraisal shall be in 
writing, subscribed and verified by at least two of such appraisers, and filed in the 
office of the secretary of state, and shall be final and conclusive. Within five 
days after the filing of the appraisal, the secretary of state shall transmit to the 
auditor of each of such @ counties a certified copy of the appraisal, application, 
appointment and oath. 

370.23 COUNTY BONDS; PAYMENT AND ISSUE. 
The county board of the county to which such territory is. transferred shall 

make proyisioh for payment of such Ey Q indebtedness by levying a tax 
therefor at the time fixed by law for so doing; and, for the purpose of meeting 
any portion of the indebtedness which may become due before the same it can be 
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raised by taxation, and providing for the necessary county expenses, such tfi 
board in any such new county may issue bonds of its county, with coupons 
attached, Q not exceeding hi amount the sure of £033 tlfl $10,000, to run for a 

period of not more than ten years, bearing interest at a rate not exceediiig six 
percent per annum gg‘ interest gs authorized under section 475.55. 

370.24 PENALTY FOR REFUSAL TO ACT. 
The validity of the establishment of any such new county shall not be 

affected by the failure or refusal of any county officer to do any of the acts or 
things required by this chapter, but any officer who shall refuse refuses or wilfully 
neglect to perform any duty hereih required shall be i_s guilty of 
malfeasance in office. 

See. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1984, chapter 371, is amended to read: 

371.01 COUNTIES MAY CONSOLIDATE. 
Two or more counties may be consolidated into a single county in the 

manner provided in this chapter. 
371.02 PETITION. 
A petition for each affected county to be affected thereby, signed by voters 

thereof equal in number to at least one-fourth of those voting in such t_h_e county 
at the last preceding bienhial general election, giving the residence of each signer, 
shall be filed with the secretary of state not less than at 90 days before any 
general election, praying for reguesting the consolidation of the counties thereih 
named, specifying the name of the proposed new county and the name and 
location of the proposed county-seat. 

371.03 PROCLAMATION. 
If it appears that each petition is signed by the requisite number of persons 

who are voters in each of the affected counties affected; of which latter fact the 
affidawnits of persons procuring the signatures thereto shall be prirria facie 

exnidenceg and, if the petition otherwise conforms to the requirements of section 
371.02, the secretary of state shall notify the governor of the filing thereof; who; 
not less than 60 days before such general electioriy; [hp affidavits o_f persons 
obtaining t_lv:; signatures shall ‘E prima evidence th_at E121} petition i_s_ signed 

py persons whg a_rg voters ip o_f thg affected counties. :13 governor shall 
issue his g proclamation reciting _a_t leg’: Q0 gig before @ election, stating that 
such gig petitions have been so filed, the substance thereof o_f t_l3:_: petitions, and 
directing that the question of such consolidation shall be submitted to the voters 
of the respective affected counties to be affected thereby at such tl1_e election. 

371.04 NOTICE OF PROCLAMATION. 
Upon the issuing of After the proclamation i_s issued, the secretary of state 

shall record the petitions, affidavits, and proclamation, and transmit a certified 
copy of the proclamation, by mail, to the auditor of each county. 
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371.05 NOTICE OF ELECTION. 
The notice of such th_e general election shall specify that the question 

of consolidating the counties will be voted upon at such Q election, and shall 
state substantially the facts set f9~l=C—h in the petition. The ballots upon such Q 
t_h_e_ proposition shall have printed theteon include the words: 

“Shall the following named counties (inserting the names) be consolidated 
into a single county? 

Yes ........ .. 

No ...... ....” 

371.06 JUDGES; CANVASS OF VOTES. 
The election judges of election, in addition to the returns required in other 

cases, shall canvass, count, certify, and return, as in such other cases, to the 
county auditor the votes cast upon the proposition, and; The county canvassing 
board shall canvass and make return of such @ votes as in the case of votes for 
state officers; which; @ return shall git show the result of such t_l§ vote for 
and against the proposition so submitted. 

371.07 STATE CANVASSING BOARD TO CANVASS RETURNS. 
The state canvassing board shall canvass such the returns at the time of 

canvassing the votes cast for state officers, and in the same manner. When the 
canvass is completed the board shall make and file with the secretary of state its z_1 

certificate declaring the result of the vote $11 tttg secretary gt‘ showing the 
number of votes cast in each county for and against consolidation. If 60 percent 
of the votes cast thereon in each affected county affected by the proposed 
consolidation be in favor thereof t_s_ Q the consolidation, the secretary of state 
shall record the certificate and shall deliver a certified copy thereof to the 
governor, who shall issue a proclamation declaring the result. Upon the issuance 
of ifteg the proclamation i_s issued by the governor; the consolidation shall 
become i_s effective and operative on the fitst day of January 1 following such Q9 
general election. 

371.08 GOVERNOR TO APPOINT FIRST COUNTY BOARD. 
The governor shall, within 60 days after issuing such 

appoint five qualified electors residing within the tcr-pitor-y of such consolidated 
county to constitute the first board of county commissioners for the new county, 
within Q _c_lg._y§ E issuing th_e proclamation, who shall qualify as provided by 
law. The several officers of each affected county so affected shall continue in 
office until the consolidation proceedings become effective, as provided in this 
chapter-, with all the powers and duties of their respective offices, except as 
provided in this chapter. 
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371.09 MEETING OF COUNTY BOARD. 
The board of county commissioners for the new county shall meet at the 

county-seat at a time designated in the order of the governor appointing them and 
elect one of its number as chairman. The auditor of the county in which the 
county-seat is located shall act £91: and be _a_s the recording officer of the board 
until the consolidation proceedings become effective. At such th_e meeting, or at 
any adjournment thereof, the board shall divide the new county into commission- 
er districts by an order defining the boundaries of each district; which; The 
order shall be filed with the auditor of each county affected. 

371.10 DUTIES OF COUNTY BOARD. 
The board of county commissioners shall meet at a time in July tc be fixed 

by it; and shall levy a tax for such 1:h_e new county in the manner now provided 
by law for levying taxes for county purposesg and; The chairman t-hetecf shall 
certify to the auditor of each county affected thereby the amount sc levied, and; 
The county boards of the respective counties sc to be consolidated shall not in 
such yea; levy any tax for county purposes t_hi_s gag. 

371.11 COUNTY AUDITORS TO MEET. 
At the time cf levying such When t_l§ tax i_s levied, the county board shall 

fi-x gt a time for a meeting of the auditors of the counties affected and shall 
certify such E. date to the county auditors at the time of yvg certifying the 
levy. At the time specified The county auditors shall meet at the county-seat and 
shalhatthatmeefihgyerahyadpcmmentthesecfiascesmihahddetermineg 
the te3._x rate cf taataticn for such E new county, based upon the aggregate 
assessed valuation of the consolidated counties, and a_t Lat meeting or ggy 
adjournment. Each auditor shall extend such Q1_e taxes within his E county in 
themanne£ptcvidedbylaweandshalhchthefi+stMchdaymJahuasy£cllmvihg; 
deliver the appropriate books to the treasurer of the new county for collection on 
t_h_e Et Monday E following January, as provided by law. The several 
officers of the new county shall have all the powers and be subject to all the 
duties in sefetence tc for the collection of delinquent taxes levied by the 
consolidatedcounties as wculd been previously possessed and performed by 
the several officers of the respective counties had he before gig consolidation been 
effected became effective. 

371.12 COUNTY BOARD TO APPOINT NEW OFFICERS. 
The county board of the new county shall; pill-G-F 159 the date 913} which the 

ccnsclidatich beccmes effective? appoint electors residing within such th_e new 
county to the several county offices thereof} who before ge consolidation 
becomes effective. The new officers shall qualify on the date that such th_e 

"consolidation becomes-effective, in the manhes new a_s provided by law 
All the books, records, and files of the several offices of the consolidated counties 
shall be delivered to the appropriate officers of the new county. 
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371.13 COUNTY BOARD TO PROVIDE COURTHOUSE. 
The county board of sueh t:h_e new county shall; on or before the date sue-ll 

consolidation beeomes effeetiye; make appropriate arrangements for suitable 
offices for the several county officers before the consolidation becomes effective. 
If the county is not going to succeed to any building or buildings appropriate for 
suoh thi_s purpose, the board is authorized to r_n_ay lease suitable space or 
buildings. 

371.14 TITLE TO PROPERTIES OF ALL COUNTIES TO BECOME 
VESTED IN NEW COUNTY. 

Upon When the consolidation beeomlng becomes effective, the new county 
shall become vested with the title to all real and personal property, other than 
moneys money in cash or on deposit, of the consolidated counties. The territory 
embraeed within the consolidated counties shall remain liable for all indebtedness 
of the respective counties outstanding and unpaid at the time flan the consolida- 
tion becomes effective. Any moneys money on hand, in cash or on deposit, at 
the time and the proceeds of any tax levied by the respective counties, when and 
as collected, shall be applied on the indebtedness. The appropriate officers of the 
new county shall from time to time levy such a tax as may be necessary to 
provide funds for the payment of such t_o gy t_h§ indebtedness as it becomes due, 
w-hioh; TIE tax shall be spread against the liable taxable property liable therefor. 
The new county shall have authority to enforce any contract and to collect any 
claims of the several consolidated counties by suit or otherwise. 

371.15 MAY ISSUE CERTIFICATES OF INDEBTEDNESS. 
At Any time after the county board has made the original tax levy for 

such fie new county and certified the same m_x le_vy to the respective auditors, it 
may issue the certificates of indebtedness of such jg new county in anticipation 
of the collection of sueh th_e levy, which; gxgh certificate shall be in writing, 
signed by the chairman, and attested by the recording officer of the board, 
mature not later than before December first 1 following the effective date of the 
consolidation, and bear interest at a rate not greater: than six pereent per: aanum 
a_s authorized under section 475.55. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1984, chapter 372, is amended to read: 

372.01 PETITION. 
When there shall be at petition i_s presented to the auditor of any county a 

petition substantially in the following form: “To the county board of the county 
of ...................... Minnesota: The undersigned legal voters of this county 
pray reguest that the county—seat thereof be changed to (here designate the 
place),” signed bylogalyotersoftheoountytoanunaberequaltonotlessthang 
l_ea_m 60 percent of the whole number: yh_og voting therein Q gig county at the 
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last preceding general election, accompanied by affidavits of not less than a_t least 
two of the signers thereof stating that, to the lenewled-ge of-' affiants, 

(23) the petition signatures to the petition are genuine, 

(lg) they were suhseribed therete signed within 60 days preceding before 
the date of the affidavits, and that atf-iants are informed and believe that at the 

. 
. 6f 

(9) when signing the petition the petitioners were legal voters of the 
county, 

and it appearing that the notice of intention to circulate the petition prextided fer 
in under section 372.02 has been was given, the auditor shall ferthwith immedi- 
afly file the petition and affidavits, and make, seal, and file in his tli_e auditor’s 
office an order for a special meeting of the county board to consider sueh t_l§ 
petition, speeifly-in-g therein; % gfi shill specify the time of the meeting, 
which shall be between nine o’clock a.m. and five o’clock p.m., and not less than 
at least 15 nor l_3_u_t n_ot more than 20 days after such the filing. The auditor shall 
also cause serve a duplicate Qpy of the order to be served upon each member of 
the board, personally or by mail, net less than at le_ast five days before the time 
specified therein for such th_e meeting. 

372.02 FORM OF NOTICE. 
When" the order is filed the auditor shall forthwith make, seal, subscribe, 

and file in his E auditor’s office a notice substantially in the following form: 
“To the legal. voters of the county of (here name the county), Minnesota: Notice 
is hereby given that a petition is on file in my office, signed by legal voters of the 
county to the number of (here state number as shown by the petition and 
affidavits), praying reguesting that the county-seat of the county be changed to 
(here designate the place), and that a special meeting of the county board will be 
held at (name the place of meeting), on the (state time), to consider the petition, 
at which time and place any legal voter of the county may appear, in person or 
by counsel, and be heard.” The auditor shall cause llfl ten days’ posted notice 
of the meeting te be given in each town therein. Proof of posting may be by the 
affidavit of any person having personal knowledge thereof; which 9f tfi posting. 
11;; affidavit shall be filed in the auditor’s office ef the auditer-, and thereafter he 
is prima facie evidence of the truth ef the faets therein set ferth that the notice 
wa_s posted. Two weeks’ posted notice of the intention to circulate sueh th_e 
petition shall mist be given at the county-seat. Proof of the posting shall be 
made in like Qt; ye manner as in the ease ef notice of the special meeting of 
the board. 

372.03 DUTIES OF COUNTY BOARD. 
At the time and place specified in the notice, proof of its service having 

been filed, the county board shall meet to act on the petition; and; @ board 
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shall inquire and determine which, if any; of the signatures to the petition 
signatures are not genuine; and which; if any; of the signers thereof were not, at 
the time of signing the same, legal voters of the county; and which; if any; of the 
signatures theheto were not attached within 60 days preceding before the filing 
thereof; and, which; if any; of the signatures have been withdrawn. All such 
signatures shall be stricken from the petition and deducted from the count, and a 
list thereof, certified by the board, shall be filed feet-hwith with the auditor. Any 
competent evidence offered bearing upon the matters committed to the determi- 
nation of the board shall be received; and to that end any voter of the county 
may appear, in person or by counsel, and be heard in respect to these matters, 
under such reasonable rules and tegulations as the board may prescribe. 

372.04 ORDER FIXING SETTING TIME OF ELECTION. 
Ifthenamesofthelcgalvotetsofthecountytemainingaffiuedtothe 

petition shall equal or exceed a_t 1<e_as_t 60 percent of those voting therein at the last 
preceding general election remain IE th_e petition, the auditor, upon theE 
filing of the certificate, shall make, under his official seal, and file in his Q 
auditor’s office, an order ti-xing setting the time of holding fig a special election upon the question of changing the county—seat to the place designated in the 
petition, which shall not be less than a_t le_z1s_t 20 nor: _b_1g n_ot more than 30 days 
after filing the certificate. 

372.05 NOTICE; MANNER OF SERVICE. 
_ 

Upon the filing of When the order is fi_l<:c_l, the auditor shall cause lg two weeks’ published notice of the election to be given in all the newspapers in 
the county, and ten days’ posted notice in each town therein. The notice shall 
_nist be substantially in the following form: “To the legal voters of the county of 
(here name the county), Minnesota: Notice is hereby given that a special election 
will be held in the several election districts in the county on the (here insert the 
time), for the purpose of voting t_o E upon the question of changing the 
county-seat of the county to (here designate the place).” The auditor shall serve 
upon the clerk of each town and city in the county personally or by mail a 
duplicatec_opyofthenotice,notlessthana_tle_a1§t 15 dayspsevioustothetimeso 
fixed for holding before the election. 

372.06 PLACE OF ELECTION; NOTICE. 
Upon receipt of When the notice is received, every such clerk shall cause 

h_a1\I_e_ ten days’ posted notice of the election to be given in each election district in 
his % town, substantially in the following form: “To the legal voters of the 
(here insert specifically the election district), in the county of (here name county), 
Minnesota: Notice is hereby given that a special election will be held at (here 
specify the place), in the election district, on the (here insert the time), for the 
purpose of voting _t_9_ E upon the question of changing the county-seat of the 
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county to (here designate the place).” % clerk shall @ one copy of the notice, 
with proof of theposting, shall be titled by the clerk in his E c1erk’s office. 

372.07 CONDUCI‘ OF ELECTION. 
As far as practicable sueh th_e election shall be conducted, and the votes 

cast, counted, returned, and canvassed, by the same officials and under the same 
provisions of law as in the case of general elections. The polls shall be opened at 
eight o’clock a.m. and closed at five o’clock p.m. The ballots shall haye pr-inted 
theiceen include the words: “For changing the county-seat to (here name the 
place). Yes. No,” with a square opposite each of the words “yes” and “no,” in 
she ef which each th_e voter shall E make a cross to express indicate his tl1_e 
voter’s choice. 

372.08 CANVASS; CERTIFICATE OF CANVASSING BOARD. 
When the canvass is completed the canvassing board shall festhwith 

immediately make, subscribe, and file with the auditor a certificate setting forth 
stating the total number of votes cast at the Cl€CtlOI1-;,'_ the number cast in each 
election district in favor of and against the change, and; the majority in each 
district for or against the same; change; the number cast in favor of and against 
the change in the county;; and the majority therein Q 1_;h_e county for or against 
the same change. If 55 percent of all the votes cast at the election shall he a_r¢_: in 
favor of the change, the board shall set a date net less than at l_eag 60 Hell b_1_1t n_ot 
more than 90 days after the election a-titer whieh the place se ehesen shall be to 
change the county-seat. 

372.09 ELECTIONS HELD ONLY ONCE IN FIVE YEARS. 
When an election for a change of county-seat shall have l_12_1§ been held in 

any county he, a_ subsequent election for the removal of the county-seat shallQ 
be held theseln, R911 shall any notice of intention to circulate a petition for such a_ 
change $13 r_1_gt be published or posted, not any such E a petition sfi Q lg 
circulated, until after: E the expitatien of nex_t five years; and 99 such; A 
subsequent election shall Qt be ordered unless the petition for the change is 

signed by legal waters to the number of 60 percent of those voting in the county 
at the last preceding general election. 

372.10 DUPLICATE PETITIONS CONSOLIDATED. 
When two or more sueh petitions shall gig presented to the county 

auditor substantially at the same time they shall be attached together and 
thereafter constitute one petition. 

372.11 ONE PLACE ONLY VOTED FOR. 
Ne Q election shall n_ot be called or held under the pseyisiens of this 

chapter £9; voting to vote upon the question of changing any county-seat to more 
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than one place at the same time and all such elections shall be held as far as 
practicable at the same place of hclding Q the last preceding general election. 

372.12 FAILURE TO GIVE NOTICE. 
Wilful failure or refusal by any a_n owner or manager of any g newspaper 

to publish any notice required by this chapter shall not affect the sufficiency of 
the notice, nor invalidate any of the proceedings thereunder. Failure to post any 
notice shall be disregarded unless it affirmatively appears that a sufficient number 
of voters were thereby prevented from voting to change the result. 

372.13 NEGLECT OF DUTY A MISDEMEANOR. 
Any county auditor or other official who shall wilfully neglect neglects or 

refuse refuses to perform the duties required cf him by this chapter shall be i_s 

guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1984, chapter 374, is amended to read: 

374.01 COUNTY AND CITY OF FIRST CLASS MAY BUILD 
COURTHOUSE. 

Any county in this state new er hereafter having within its limits a city of 
the first class may, together with such t_h_e city, jointly acquire land for, erect 
construct, equip, furnish, maintain, and operate a joint ccurt-heuse courthouse 
and city hall building to be used jcintly by such ccunty and city. 

374.02 EXPENSE DIVIDED. % county fld c_ity s_h_¢1l_l share equally Q the cost and expense of 
acquiring land for; erecting constructing, equipping, and furnishing such th_e 
building shall be berne equally by such ceunty and such city. The building shall 
not be erected constructed or contracted to be erected and constructed, no land 
@111 Q acquired thcrefcry and no bonds shall be issued or sold by the county, as 
provided in section 374.03, until the city has been authorized to issue bonds to 

ordinances providing for the issuance cf such bends big lSLl6_ have been ratified 
by the vote of the electors of such the city in the manner provided in the c_ity 
charterefsuchcityorbythelawscfthestatecfhdlnnesctalzfl. 

374.03 ISSUANCE OF BONDS. 
At any time after such When the city shall have E been so authorized to 

issue bonds to defray pgy its part _s_l_1g of the cost cf acquiring a site and 9f 
erecting the city hall and ceurthcuse building, the county board of ccunty 
ceinrnissicners of any such ccunty may issue and sell certificates of indebtedness 
or bonds cf such ccunty to defray fly the county’s pcrticn slgre of the cost of 
acquiring land for, erecting constructing, equipping, and furnishing such E 
building in an anceuntz equal to the amount of bonds authorized to be issued by 
such _tl1_e city, without submission to the vote of the electors of such E county; 
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and; The full faith and credit of the county shall 5n_1£t be pledged to the 
payment of the principal and interest of such gig certificates of indebtedness or 
bonds. In no event shall any such % county m_ay n_o_t issue its certificates of 
indebtedness or bonds for such @ purpose in an amount exceeding Q Egg fin $2,000,000. Such E certificates of indebtedness or bonds may be issued in 
one or more instalments installments, but the certificates of indebtedness or bonds 
of each instalment shall installment must be serial bonds or certificates of 
indebtedness, a portion of which shall be payable each year after -issue; but; 
None of these certificates of indebtedness or bonds shall run for a longer term 
than 30 years from their date; and; The county board of county commissioners 
shall fix the denominations thereof? and shall the the dates of maturity of each 

so that the amounts necessary each year to pay the 
principal and interest maturing in such t_lE year shall be approximately the same 
in each of the years during which the certificates of indebtedness or bonds of the 
instalment installment shall run. Such @ certificates of indebtedness or bonds 
shall be sold in accordance with the provisions of as provided under section 
475.607 The a_t 3 rate of interest shall; in no case; exceed six percent per an-nurn 
authorized under section 475.55. 

374.04 BONDS; EXECUTION AND DELIVERY. 
Such bonds or centificates of indebtedness shall be executed in such 

niannes as The county board of county commissioners shall, by resolution, 

determine fie manner 91" executing the bonds gig certificates. The delivery of 
the bonds or certificates of indebtedness so executed at any time thereafier shall 
be valid, notwithstanding any change in such officers or in the seal of the county 
occurring after such E execution. 

374.06 TAX LEVY. 
The county board of county commissioners shall levy a tax, at the time 

and in the manner prescribed by section 475.61, to pay the principal and interest 
of such the bonds or certificates of indebtedness. This section shall not be 
construed as to lirn_it the power of a municipality to levy taxes to pay its 
obligations issued hereunder, but the governing body of every municipality shall 
have the authority and it shall be its duty to levy any taxes necessary to provide 
revenue to pay such Q obligations. 

374.07 LIMITATIONS. 
The amount of indebtedness authorized to be incurred by any such @ 

county shall be in addition to and over and above any limits now fixed by law. 

374.08 JUDGES TO APPOINT BUILDING COMMISSION. 
As soon as practicable after the c_ity council of any such city and the 

county board oi‘ commissioners of any such county shall determine decide to 
proceed with the erection construction of a joint coast-house courthouse and city 
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hall building, there Q advisory courthouse a_n_c_l 9_i_t_y @ building commission o_f 
nine members shall be appointed by, and serve at the pleasure of, those persons E shall be @ judges of the district court of the judicial district of which such 
the county may be a part, not acting in their judicial capacities, an adyisory 
court-house and city hall building commission ofnlne znernbers; to be selected as 
follows: two members from the membership of the city council of such city; two 
members from the membership of the county board of county conqrnissioners oil 
such county; and five members at large who shall be fireeholders landowners and 
residents of such jg county, one of whom shall reside outside the limits of such Q city. 

374.09 PROCEDURE IF JUDGES FAIL TO APPOINT. 
If the persons who shall be judges of the district court for any reason shall 

fail to make appointments to the advisory court-house courthouse and city hall 
building commission within 30 days after the city council of any such city and the 
board of county commissioners of any such county haye determined decide to 
proceed with the erection construction of any such tfi court—house courthouse 
and city hall building, then such mg advisory court-house courthouse and city 
hall building commission, consisting of nine members, shall be appointed as 
follows: four members to be appointed by the city council ol‘ such city, two of 
whom shall be members of such th_e city council; four members to be appointed 
by the county board of county commissioners of such county, two of whom shall 
be members of the county board of county commissioners; the ninth member of 
the commission shall be appointed by a majority vote of the members of the city 
council and the county board of county commissioners sitting in joint session. 

374.10 WHO MAY BE MEMBERS OF COMMISSION. 
No more than two members of the advisory courthouse courthouse and 

city hall building commission shall be at any one time members of the county 
board of county commissioners, and no more than two of such gig members shall 
be at any one time members of the c_ity council; and; in the event any person 
appointed, if a member of the commission‘ who was not at the time of his 
appointment a member of either the city council or the county board of county 
commissioners and shall subsequently becorne becomes a member of either body, 
he E person shall thereupon cease to be a member of the advisory court-house 
courthouse and city hall building commission. 

Immediately after the appointment of the commission, the persons ap- 
pointed as members thereof shall indicate their acceptance of their appointment, 
in writing, filed with the auditor of the county. 

In case any E a person appointed as a member of the commission shall t-‘ail 
so Q to file his written acceptance of such the appointment within 20 days after 
such fl1_e appointment, or in case any member shall die _d_i§§, resign resigns, or be 
i_s removed from office, or in case any of the members a_1 member of the 
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commission, who were appointed from the membership of the city council or the 
county board of oouhty shall eease ceases to be members e 
member of the council or board, their: suoeessots e successor shall be appointed in 
the manner and by the same persons as Q3; originally appointed suoh _t_l§ 

member. 
Immediately upon §_t_e_r the expiration of the 20 days following the 

appointment of the members of the commission members, or phiot theteto upon 
eftg the filing of sueh acceptance by all those appointed as members thereof, the 
chairman of the county board of eouhty shall call a meeting of 
such the commission and shall preside at the first meeting. At sueh meeting The 
commission shall select from its own members a chairman and saoh other officers 
as it may deem considers necessary. 

374.11 DUTY OF COMMISSION. 
As soon as practicable after the appointment of the members of suoh gig 

commission, it shall ptooeeel to select a site or sites for sueh LIE building and may 
contract with the owners thereof to; the of sash t_o acguire t_h_e_ site or 
sites by gift or purchase, which; Ere contract or contracts shall be subject to 
ratification by the city council and board of county commissioners; provided, 
that if the site selected be ie not the site of any then e_1_n existing eou1:t—house 
courthouse and city hall building, then the site selected shall m_ust be a site 

located within one city block of the site of any en existing ooutt-house courthouse 
and city hall building. The commission shall not recommend eteetion of 
constructing the eoutvhouse courthouse and city hall on a new site, unless 

two-thirds of the petsonhel of the commission members are in favor thereof and 
are of the opihiom and L IE commission’s report shall so state in the tepott of 
the eotamlssiony that t_l§ proposed E sii i_s_ r_n_oE advantageous t_o gig c_ityE 
county 12% the site of the existing and city hall eahnot 
beusedfotsuehooutt-houseandeityhahtnamanhetasadyantageoestothe 
eityahdeouhtyastheptoposedhewslteanéshallemhodyinitstepotta 
statemehtofeflthe facts upon whichltbasesitseohelusiohsihthistegardya-ntl 
suoh th_is_ conclusion based. '_F_h_e new site shall _n_1u_st_ not be finally selected until 
the report shall haye E been published in the daily newspapers of the city and 
an opportunity given for the public to present its objections thereto, at a hearing 
on a date not ear-lies than helc_l_ a_t ltist 30 days after such the publication. As 
soon as practicable after the selection of a site or sites, the commission shall 

report to the city council and the board of county commissioners, describing the 
property selected as a site for the building, and the price at which the properties 
can be acquired. Upon the filing of When the report i_s filed, the county board of 
eounty eotntnissioness and the city council shall consider the report and may 
either reject the same or ratify the action taken by the and; in the 
event that commission. I_f either or both of these. bodies shall tejeet rejects the 
commission’s report of the the matter shall must be resubmitted to 
the commission for further action. 1-9 the eyeht that I_f the city council and the 
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